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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 

Crossing the borders in social work: internationalism in social work education and research
CALL FOR PAPERS
The symposium will be held on 22nd April in Brdo pri Kranju, Slovenia as part of the 4th Congress of Social Work. Working language is English.
The aim of the symposium is to explore, how international educational and research projects in social work contribute to a:

· promotion of social justice, equality and solidarity;

· promotion of human rights;

· inclusiveness and equal opportunities;

· anti-discrimination, intersectionality, diversity;

· crossing borders between “us” and “them”;

· promotion of IASSW global standards in education and ethics of social work;

· strengthening the existent networks and regional association with the emphasis on the Eastern European sub-regional Association of the Schools of Social Work (EEsrASSW).
Theories are developed in accordance with the capacity of science to respond to social changes and to reflect on them, analyse them and identify new paradigm shifts. Social work is no different in this respect, except for the fact that, in many countries, it is not recognised as an academic discipline, even though the theoretical contributions to this field originating from these countries are no less rich or extensive. The difficulties encountered by social work on its way to the  academisation  point to the durable and closely guarded borders between ‘us’ and ‘them’, which remain an emphatic feature of the world even in the era of much-lauded and promoted globalisation. The more we hear about the free movement of goods, people, services and money, the more the world becomes characterised by closed borders and new walls. For some, the world is becoming globalised, while for others it is becoming inaccessible. Accordingly, the issue of borders has become one of the central themes within the field of social work. An important question is how social work, as an academic discipline and a profession, is responding to social changes and the increased social inequalities. Equally important are the effects of the emerging new world order and the numerous new challenges it presents to social work in areas that traditionally were not within its domain. 

The currant internationalism is therefore getting new meanings and new dimensions. For a long time, the imagined borders of Europe were clear and unambiguous encompassing the area from the Atlantic Ocean to the iron curtain. Today, Europe has been extended to the countries of the  European Union. Although the iron curtain came down towards the end of the 1980s, the border persists, but being called with another name. The border between capitalism and socialism was replaced by the border between western and eastern Europe. Nor did the accession of 10 new member states to the European Union in 2004 significantly change the situation. This division can still be found in many texts. It alerts us to the fact that Europe's borders are just as firm as they were two decades ago. While western Europe is believed to be a plural space, eastern Europe is seen as a uniform space lacking diversity. Internationalism frequently stops at the borders of Europe, and the same holds true for proverbially open and cosmopolitan science. 
This can also be translated into the social work as a scientific discipline. There is not a lot of opportunity for most of the non-American and non-European scientist to be heard and their work to be known by their colleagues in the privileged parts of the world. Looking at the bibliographies, list of contributors and other indicators of who is who in the social work we can notice just few authors from the rest than the west. Claiming that we also have to conclude that the power balance is changing in resent years and social work theory is becoming much more inclusive although not entirely. Although social work is proverbially open, inclusive and participative, many scholars have still today denied access to the international arena.
Papers can be submitted on-line: http://www.fsd.si/congress/registration_with_contribution/ 
The deadline for submission is 28th February 2010.

Fee is 75 EUR and you can register at the web page: http://www.fsd.si/congress/registration/registration/ 
For any additional information concerning the conference do not hesitate to contact:
Ana.sobocan@fsd.uni-lj.si;   Petra.videmsek@fsd.uni-lj.si 
