	Course: The voice of the child in social work 
Erasmus students excange, 2026/27
Fridays, 10.15 – 11.45, October 2026 to January 2027, P9


	
	

	Session No.
	date
	topic
	lecture
	workshop/visit

	1.
	9. 10. 2026 Friday
	Introduction to the course. Overview of course content, course structure, expectations and student responsibilities.
	1h
	

	2.
	16. 10. 2026 
Friday

	Respecting childrens' voice in social work. Historical  perspective on children; Respecting childhood in social work; Basic concepts of relational social work with children
	2h
	

	3.
	23. 10. 2026 
Friday
	Child's voice and participation in social work. Convention of children's rights; principles, process, and models of child's participation (individual and collective) in social work
	2h
	

	4.
	30. 10. 2026 Friday
	Visit: Zavod BOB: Youth street work
	
	2h

	5.
	6. 11. 2026 Friday
	Verbal communication with children. The development of speech and communication skills in children; verbal communication (speech and listening skills of social workers).
	2h
	

	6.
	13. 11. 2026 Friday
	Non-verbal communication with children. The development of emotional expression in children; the signs of body language; 
	2h
	

	7.
	20. 11. 2026 Friday
	Exploring child identity with arts-based methods; developing identity in childhood and adolescence; the use of creative methods in social work; strengths-based social work
	2h
	

	8.
	27. 11. 2026 Friday
	Visit: Mladi zmaji - Youth center Baza: Digital youth work
	         
	2h

	9.
	4. 12. 2026 Friday
	Child's voice in residential care; loss and bereavement in childhood; children's difficulties adapting to a new home (residential care, foster home); social work approaches based on attachment theory.
	2h
	

	10.
	11. 12. 2026 Friday
	Adverse Childhood Experiences: neglected and abused children; children who witness violence; the effects of potentially traumatic events in childhood on child development; trauma-informed social work.
	2h
	

	11.
	18. 12. 2026 Friday
	Students' presentations of seminars (4 groups)
	
	2h

	12.
	8. 1. 2027 Friday
	Students' presentations of seminars (4 groups)
	
	2h

	13.
	15. 1. 2027 Friday
	Students' presentations of seminars (2 groups)
Closing and evaluation
	1h
	1h






Students' Assigments:
Knowledge test at the end of the semester (or two to four mid-term quizzes): accounts for 50 % of the final grade.
Group seminar work: Topic - Ethical dilemmas in ensuring the child's voice in social work with vulnerable groups of children. Seminar presentation and written assignment: accounts for 40 % of the final grade (20 % for the presentation and 20 % for the written essay)


Literature: 
(access in Moodle: https://ucilnica-fsd.uni-lj.si/)

Ad 2. Respecting childrens' voice in social work 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  UNICEF. https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention
Gehart, D. (2007), Creating Space for Children's Voices, (str. 167–183). V: Anderson, H., Gehart D. (ur.), Collaborative therapy. New York, London: Routledge. 
Loreman, T. (2009). Respecting Childhood. London, New York: Continuum Int. Pub. Group (chapters 1, 2, 3)
Shute, R. H. & Slee, P. T. (2015). Chapter 12. Listening to different voices 2, The voices of children. In R.H. Shute & P.T. Slee, Child development: Theories and Critical Perspective (pp. 212–223). Routlege.

Ad 3. Child's voice and participation in social work
Hart, R. A. (1992). Children's participation; From tokenism to citizenship. UNICEF.
Harris, P. & Manatakis, H. (2013). Children's Voices; A principled framework for children and young people's participation as valued citizens and learners. Government of South Australia, Department for Education and Child Development, the University of South Australia.
Keenaghan, C. & Redmond, S. (2016). Child and Youth Participation Toolkit. Tüsla, Child and Family Agency
Toros, K. (2021). A systematic review of children's participation in child protection decision-making: Tokenistic presence or not? Children & Society, 35, 295-411. DOI: 10.1111/chso.12418
Van Bijleveld, G. G. Et al. (2019). Exploring the essence of enabling child participation within child protection services. Child & Family Social Work, 25, 286–293. DOI: 10.1111/cfs.12684

Ad 5 & 6. Communication of the child and with the child
Berg, M. S. & Winther, H. (2021). How do children experience the embodied communication and leadership of teachers? Expressing the voices of children through artistic, sensual, and multimodal methods in educational research. International review of qualitative research, 14(3), 444–462. DOI: 10.1177/1940844720948063
Boyd Webb, N. (2017). Play Therapy with Children and Adolescents in Crisis (fourt edition). The Guilford press: New York, London.
https://www.socialworkerstoolbox.com/30-tools-11-work-children-assessment-planning/

Ad 7. Exploring child identity with arts-based methods
Finch, J. (2020). Social construction and emotional development. In J. Parker & S. A. Crabtree, Human growth and development in children and young people; Theoretical and practice perspectives, (pp. 67–84). Bristol, Chicago: Policy Press.
Bosgraaf, L., Spreen, M., Pattiselanno, K., & van Hooren, S.(2020). Art Therapy for Psychosocial Problems in Children and Adolescents: A Systematic Narrative Review on Art Therapeutic Means and Forms of Expression, Therapist Bahavior, and Supposed Machanisms of Change. Frontiers in Psychology, 11, 584685. doi: 10.3389/fpsyg.2020.584685
Nathan, S., Hodgins, M., Wirth, J., Ramirez, J. Walker, N., & Cullen. P. (2023). The use of arts‐based methodologies and methods with youngpeople with complex psychosocial needs: A systematicnarrative review. Health Expectation, 26, 795–805. DOI: 10.1111/hex.13705
Zimmerman, M. A., Stoddard, S. A., Eisman, A. B., Caldwell, C. H., Aiyer, S. M., & Alison Miller (2013). Adolescent Resilience: Promotive Factors That Inform Prevention. Child Development Perspectives, 7(4), 215–220.

Ad 9. Child's voice in residential care
Coker, C. (2020). Substitute care: moving into a new family. In J. Parker & S. A. Crabtree, Human growth and development in children and young people; Theoretical and practice perspectives, (pp. 249–270). Bristol, Chicago: Policy Press.
Stafford, L., et al. (2021). Why having a voice is important to children who are involved in family support services. Child Abuse & Neglect, 115, 104987. DOI: 10.1016/j.chiabu.2021.104987
Taplin, S. (2020). Loss and bereavement in childhood. In J. Parker & S. A. Crabtree, Human growth and development in children and young people; Theoretical and practice perspectives, (pp. 191–206). Bristol, Chicago: Policy Press.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ad 10. Adverse Childhood Experiences
Bunting, L. (2020). Impacts of child maltreatment: critical considerations.  In J. Parker & S. A. Crabtree, Human growth and development in children and young people; Theoretical and practice perspectives, (pp. 227–248). Bristol, Chicago: Policy Press.
Iorfa, S. K., et al. (2022). Silent screams: Listening to and making meaning from the voices of abused children. Child: Care, Health and Development, 48, 702–707. DOI: 10.1111/cch.12975
Trauma Booklet: Children/Young People and Developmental Trauma. Health, South Western Sydney Local Health District.


