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2.  
Prerequisites:  The student has to complete the second-level studies 

programmes; studies programmes providing education for 
occupation regulated by Directives of the European Union 
evaluated with at least 300 credits; existing university study 
programmes in social and applied sciences, art and humanities, 
exceptionally in other sciences.  
 

3.  
Objectives of the course and intended 
learning outcomes (competences): 

The main objective of the module is to provide students with an 
overview of methodological issues and perspectives of high 
relevance to social work and social policy research. This will 
enhance students’ knowledge of key concepts and research 
paradigms and of the comparative perspective.  The students 
will acquire a reflective knowledge of the research process and 
the use of critical perspectives, both in examining a research 
text and in carrying out their own research. They will look at 
specific ethical dilemmas and will obtain the skills in using 
different research methods and different research frameworks 
while doing social work and policy research.   
 

4. 
 Envisaged learning outcomes: 
 

 
The module will offer a variety of social sciences and social 
work research methodologies, build on the doctoral students 
previous knowledge. Specifically the module will offer an 
interdisciplinary overview of key issues in qualitative, 
quantitative and mixed methods methodologies. It will help the 
students to design, develop and successfully complete the 
methodological part of the doctorate thesis, making them 
competent for future scientific research work in social work and 
social policy. The module will alert students and their 
supervisory team to further work needed on a specific issue 
related directly to their thesis and will offer opportunities for 
discussion with peers and module teachers. It will offer a forum 
for the periodical presentations of the doctoral dissertation.   
 
To enable greater focus and flexibility, each year the module 



directors will decide on the major aspects they will focus in the 
delivery of that year, according to students’ known focus in 
their dissertation. 
 

5.   
Contents (Syllabus outline): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Research philosophy and values in social work and social 
policy research.  
The stakeholders in the research process;  
Ethical issues in research       
Disciplinary and interdisciplinary discourses;  
Dominant research paradigms, their underlying assumption on 
knowledge, history and development:  
Critical theories.  
 
2. Research frameworks, methods and perspectives.                             
Comparative perspectives;  
Critical perspective in social work and social policy research;  
Historical perspective in social work research;   
Theory (hypothesis) testing approach 
Action Research: Participatory Action Research and Collaborative 
Inquiry;  
Case study: single case vs. multiple embedded case study;  
Quasi experimental designs;      
Phenomenological research;      
Ethnographic research;      
Grounded theory;     
Memory theories;        
Realistic evaluation;    
Validity and reliability, Trustworthiness and conformability    
    

3. Research methods and specific methodological tools:                             
 General frameworks: Quantitative, Qualitative and  Mixed 
methods;  
Questionnaires;      
Surveys;        
Interviews (problem oriented interview);  
Biographical methods (narratives; oral histories);  
Self report and diaries;       
Focus groups;        
Use of documentary data .      
   
4. Implementing knowledge and theories into the research 
process.  
Key stages in the research process:   
Formulating research questions; 
Literature review;        
Creating a conceptual framework/ hypothesis formulation ;  
Establishing the research design;     
Applying for ethical approval; 
Data collection;       



Data analysis (per quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods); 
Writing up the thesis;  
Dissemination of the research results.   
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7.  
Teaching methods: 
 
 

Lectures; seminars; workshops; student presentations. The 
students can gain the required credits with attendance at the 
lectures or with the participation at the seminars which are 
dealing with the above mentioned area. Students will be 
supervised during their self study hours. Since it is an 
international study programme, some classes will be delivered 
electronically (videoconferences, teleconferences, DVD, chat  
etc.).   
 

8.  
Assessment methods: 
 
 
 
 
 

The students will be required to show full knowledge of the 
required literature with emphasis on their own research topic. 
The assessment methods will include:  
 
Assessment of the individual research work related to the 
module; student’s presentations of the methodological part of the 
doctoral thesis and/or writing and presentation of a subject 
related seminar paper. In special circumstances the student can 
ask to be assessed with oral or written exam instead of the above 
mentioned assessment methods.  
 
Seminar papers, projects, research work are graded according to 
the following grading scale: 
 
10 – excellent: outstanding performance with only minor errors 
9 – very good: above the average standard but with some errors 
8 – good: generally sound work with a number of notable errors 
7 – satisfactory: fair but with significant shortcomings 
6 – sufficient: performance meets the minimum criteria 
1-5 – fail: performance does not meet the minimum criteria 
 
At the end of the module the student will gain 10 credits.  
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