General information 

Erasmus, the EU’s flagship education and training programme, emphasises student and staff mobility and European co-operation involving higher education institutions and other key players in the knowledge-based economy. It supports the creation of a European Higher Education Area (EHEA) through increased mobility. This allows for more innovation, growth and jobs in the EU. Over 1.5 million students have participated so far with a goal of reaching 3 million by 2013. Together with an enriched study experience, Erasmus also provides exposure to different cultures. 
In addition to students, Erasmus also targets teachers, trainers, and others involved in higher education. This includes relevant associations, research centres, counselling organisations, etc. It is also open to enterprises, social partners and stakeholders, as well as public and private bodies providing education and training at local, regional and national levels. 
Erasmus supports actions in the fields of mobility (period of study or placement abroad), European projects and networks.


1. Accommodation 

The University of Ljubljana (Office of International Relations) will try to help you find suitable accommodation for the period of your exchange in Ljubljana. 

The University of Ljubljana does not provide or guarantee accommodation. However, there are some options that you can use to find your own accommodation. 

The International Office can help you with providing rooms in student residence halls, but due to shortage of rooms we cannot guarantee you that you will really get a bed. All rooms in student residence halls are double rooms. They are furnished and have a shared kitchen and bathroom.
Rooms are given to students on “first come first serve” basis. The access to internet is available in almost all of the dormitories. Further instructions will be sent to you by the Office of International Relations of University of Ljubljana after your application is granted.
Application Form for housing should be sent to the e-mail address: intern.office@uni-lj.si  or to their fax number: 00386 1 2418 593 by  15 May (first semester) or by 15 November (second semester). The forms can be sent even earlier.

We strongly advise our students to book some temporary accommodation for the first few weeks of their stay in Ljubljana and then look for a private accommodation. Temporary accommodation can be found at some hostels and low-rate hotels (for information and booking please contact directly to addresses listed below):

Youth Hostel Celica
Metelkova 8
1000 Ljubljana
Tel: +386 1 430 18 90
E-mail: info@souhostel.com
Web site: www.souhostel.com/en  

Hotel and Hostel Park
Tabor 9
1000 Ljubljana
Tel.: +386 1 433 13 06
Fax: +386 1 433 05 46
E-mail: hotel.park@siol.net
Web site:  http://www.hotelpark.si/

Youth Hostel Ljubljana (BIT Center)
Litijska 57
1000 Ljubljana
Tel.: +386 1 548 00 55
Fax: +386 1 548 00 56
E-mail: info@yh-ljubljana.com
Web site: www.bit-center.net/index_eng.html 

Other hotels in Ljubljana:
http://www.ljubljana.si/en/accommodation/youth_hostels/default.html 


2. Health insurance 

Foreign students coming from the EU member countries and the countries of the European economic region should have the E 128 form, E 111 form or E-card. The document type depends on the authorized insurance agency of the country of their origin. Namely, the students should contact the authorized insurance agency, where they have been insured, and ask for one of the above-mentioned forms.

If you have no health insurance in your home country, you can contact the insurance company that will cover your insurance in the Republic of Slovenia (ASSISTENCE CORIS, Ul. Bratov Babnik 10, 1000 Ljubljana, tel.: +386 1 519 20 20, fax: +386 1 519 16 98, Email: coris@coris.si)

Health insurance certificate:  The insurance should be valid from the day when you apply for the residence permit at the Slovenian embassy! This certificate should contain, in addition to stating that you have health insurance, a clear description of the scope of your rights and it should be already valid from the time of the application for the residence permit. 
With other states, the Republic of Slovenia has not concluded any international agreements on social security managing the area of health care and health insurance, which means that citizens of those states have to pay for the health services provided in the Republic of Slovenia.



3. Resident permit

From 1st of May 2004 any citizen from a European Union state can enter the Republic of Slovenia with a valid identity card or a valid passport, without a special entrance permit (i.e. a visa or a residence permit). This holds true no matter what the purpose of entry and stay in the Republic of Slovenia is. For the first three months of stay in the Republic of Slovenia a person does not need a residence permit. However we oblige the student to apply for the residence permit and report to the Police immediately.

The residence permit can be obtained from the administrative office within the residential district (for Ljubljana: Office for passports and foreigners/Odsek za tujce, Tobačna 5, Ljubljana). The residence permit will be issued in accordance to the conditions set by the European Union. In order to issue a residence permit to a citizen from a member state for the purpose of study the following conditions have to be met:
      - A valid identity card or passport,
      - Evidence of enrolment at an educational institution,
      - Health insurance covering all risks in the host member state,
      - Sufficient means for living (higher than the level under which the host country approves social aid to its citizens. According to the practice of the European Union’s court a statement handed in writing and signed by the student as to his means is sufficient).

According to the stated directive the residence permit is granted for the period of studies or at the most for one year and can be extended in the event that the studies last for over a year.



4. Student identity card

Most useful of these are: the Student ID card of the University, International Student Identity Card (ISIC) and EURO <26 card, and other plastic ID-style cards with your photograph, which provide discounts on admission to museums and sights, inexpensive meals in some restaurants and discounts on many forms of transport. The Student ID card of the University is an official document that gives the exchange student the same rights as to Slovenian students. The card is used as an accession to libraries and faculty exams as well as for the meal coupons provided by the Student Organisation of Slovenia.



5. Cost of life

We suggest that you bring approximately 450 EUR per month to cover all your basic living costs. Exactly how much you spend will depend on your lifestyle, but this figure would take into account all costs including accommodation, food, public transport and books.



5. Transportation 

From January 1 2010 Urbana card is be the only payment method on Ljubljana city buses. City buses have electronic payment system based on no-contact smart card called Urbana. Urbana cards are electronic ticket carriers.
    
URBANA value card (yellow) is without a name of the holder and is transferable. You can top it up with credit up to 50 EUR (at Urbanomat top-up stations the lowest amount of credit is 1 EUR) or with transferable monthly and yearly tickets.
    
URBANA time card (green) is issued with the name of the holder, it is not transferable. You can top it up with a selected monthly ticket and/or with credit.

Both types of cards are valid on all Ljubljana city bus routes. The credit does not lapse. The payment must be made at the beginning of the ride by touching in your card at one of the green readers on the bus. This validation must be done every time you enter a bus. If you are using pre-paid credit you can pay for more than one passenger at the driver's reader but you must inform the driver before touching in. All points where Urbana cards can be purchased and topped-up are marked with a red round label.

You can find more information at the web page of the Municipality of Ljubljana: http://www.jh-lj.si/en/lpp/?m=51&k=1636

    

6. EILC – ERASMUS intensive language course

To overcome the first language difficulties you will be offered an intensive Slovene language preparation course, which will be free of charge. You can choose between more options for the EILC. See the detailed information on the web site:
http://www.cmepius.si/en/welcome_to_slovenia/eilc.aspx 

The application forms should be sent to the e-mail addresses of the organizers indicated on the web site.
DEADLINES (exact dates will be given later)

Summer : 31 MAY 2010!
Winter: 31 OCTOBER 2010!

During the winter and summer semester we will organize additional Slovene language courses at a very reasonable price. Information on that will be given to you at your arrival. 



More detailed information is available in attached document prepared by non-governmental advisory service ŠTUDENTSKA SVETOVALNICA.

Guide for foreign students studying in Slovenia

------------------------------------------
