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Socialisti¢na Jugoslavija je bila po drugi svetovni vojni edina vzhodnoevropska drzava, ki je
v vsaki republiki uvedla Solanje za socialno delo. Drugod so komunisti¢ne oblasti menile, da
bo socializem za stiske ljudi poskrbel sam od sebe, z univerzalnim zaposlovanjem moskih in
Zensk ter socialnim zdravstvenim in starostnim zavarovanjem. Zato se je socialno delo, ki
so ga videli predvsem kot dejavnost premoznih »zahodnih dam«, spregledali pa so njegovo
vlogo pri uvajanju socialnih reform in pionirsko delo na podrocju socialne pravi¢nosti, novemu
sistemu zdelo neprimerno. Ni $lo brez odpora, predsodkov in cenzure. Po informbirojevskem
razhodu s stalinsko Sovjetsko zvezo se je Jugoslavija naslonila na tehni¢no pomo¢ Organizacije
zdruzenih narodov, ki je v tistem ¢asu po razli¢nih delih sveta spodbujala nastajanje Solanja
za socialno delo.

Kot stroka, praksa pomodi in »podaljSana roka« drzave, ki je z delom socialnih delavk in
delavcev uresnicevala cilje socialne politike, pa tudi kot znanstvena disciplina se je socialno
delo zacelo razvijati v zacetku petdesetih let prejsnjega stoletja. Profesionalizacija, ki Se ni
zakljucena, je zahtevala nastanek specializiranega Solanja, teoreti¢no in prakti¢no znanje,
razvoj strokovne identitete in avtonomije, eticni kodeks stroke, reguliranje poklica ter delovna
mesta, namenjena prav socialnim delavkam in delavcem.

V Sloveniji so nastanek nove stroke zaznamovale tri pionirke, Nika Arko, Katja Vodopivec in
Marija Jancar. V Sestdesetih in sedemdesetih letih prejSnjega stoletja, ko so kot temeljne
socialnovarstvene institucije v skupnosti Ze delovali centri za socialno delo, pa tudi segregirane
ustanove za otroke in odrasle z ovirami, je bila tedanja Visja Sola za socialne delavce klju¢na
pri razvijanju sodobnejsih konceptov socialnega dela. Po letu 1991 oz. obdobju, ki so ga v
socialnem varstvu zaznamovali mnozi¢na brezposelnost in naras¢ajoéa revséina, prihod
beguncev iz nekdanje skupne drzave, razvoj zasebnih institucij in nevladnih organizacij,
uporabniska gibanja in dezinstitucionalizacija, je disciplina socialnega dela sodelovala pri
projektu demokratizacije vsakdanjega Zivljenja v drZavi in se vzpostavila kot stroka, ki se
zavzema za Clovekove pravice ljudi.
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Delovni ¢as

0Od torka do nedelje: od 10. do 18. ure.

Zaprto: ponedeljek, 1. januar, 1. in 2. maj,

1. november, 25. december

Vsako prvo nedeljo v mesecu je vstop v muzej prost.

Opening Hours

Tuesday to Sunday: 10am to 6pm.

Closed: Mondays, January 1, May 1and 2,
November 1, December 25

Free admission on the first Sunday of the month.
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Future social workers as students at the
Higher School of Social Work, 1962.
Owned by: Vida Milosevi¢ Arnold

(third from the right).

Students of the Higher School for Social
Workers like to have their photo taken in
front of the statue of Tone Tomsi¢ (in the
background is the building of the Higher
School for Social Workers, later the Higher
School of Social Work). The photo was
taken around 1960. Owned by: Rezka Resek.
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Faculty of Social Work

Social worker in the field, around 1969.
Visiting an elderly woman at her home;
also present are members of the local
community and neighbours.

Author: Unknown.
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The teaching staff of the Higher School for Social Workers
in the late 1960s. Pioneers Nika Arko (on the left) and
Marija Jancar (on the right) are shaking hands. The second
man from the left is the school's next director, Ivan Jenko.
In the background is Gabi Cacinovi¢ Vogrincic.

Owned by: Faculty of Social Work.
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Following the Second World War, socialist Yugoslavia became the only Eastern European
country to introduce social work training programmes in all its republics. Elsewhere, the
communist authorities believed that socialism alone would meet people's needs, by providing
universal employment for men and women and universal insurance for social and health issues
and old age. In this context, social work was mainly seen as the domain of wealthy “Western
ladies”, while their importance in introducing social reforms and pioneering social justice
was overlooked. This meant social work was not entirely welcomed and faced resistance,
prejudice and censorship. After breaking with the Stalinist Soviet Union in 1948, Yugoslavia
relied on the United Nations Technical Assistance organisation, which worked to establish
social work education in many countries worldwide.

Social work began to develop as a profession, practice and social science discipline in
Yugoslavia in the early 1950s. As a practice, social work was both an art of helping and “the
prolonged hand" of the state, which used social workers to achieve social policy goals. The
ongoing process of professionalisation required the development of specialised training and
theoretical and practical knowledge, the formation of a professional identity and autonomy,
the establishment of a code of ethics and the regulation of the profession. It also required
the creation of workplaces specifically for social workers.

In Slovenia, three pioneers spearheaded this new profession: Nika Arko, Katja Vodopivec and
Marija Jancar. During the 1960s and 1970s, Centres of Social Work were established as major
community-based social welfare institutions alongside segregated, long-stay residential care
facilities for children and adults with disabilities. The Higher School for Social Workers was
pivotal in developing contemporary social work concepts during these decades. Following a
period of mass unemployment and growing poverty after 1991, marked by the arrival of refugees
from the former Yugoslavia, the development of private institutions and non-governmental
organisations, service user movements and activism for deinstitutionalisation, the discipline
of social work participated in the democratisation of everyday life in Slovenia. In this way,
social work established itself as a human rights profession.



