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Social work in palliative care






25 hours
Assist. prof. dr. Anamarija Kejžar
anamarija.kejzar@fsd.uni-lj.si


	Content (Syllabus outline):

	The following areas and concepts are covered:
1. specific field of social work in palliative care;
2. theoretical concepts of palliative care at the end of life,
3. palliative care in the home and institutional environment,
4. forms of palliative care
5. forms of bereavement care and stages of grief,
6. holistic aspects of palliative care and their synergy with social work
7. ethical aspects of social work in the process of end-of-life care,
8. the user perspective of the dying person,
9. the role of social work in the palliative care team,
10. advocacy for the dying,
11. the anti-discrimination perspective in palliative care,
12. the importance of mindfulness in palliative care,
13. the ability to communicate with the dying,
14. examining psychological, cultural and professional views on death and dying
15. the functioning of facilities and support networks for the dying and bereaved.
16. sources of strength for work in palliative care



 Methods: lectures and seminars
Assessment: 50% seminar – oral presentation, problem solving cases, 50% - essay  (5-8 pages) – each has to be more then 5 (grades to finish course are from 6-10)
Evaluation criteria
Seminar and problem solving in the time of pedagogical hours
Clarity, preparedness, resources (videos, case studies, added references), time frame (20 min), prepare in groups in 3-4 students together according to schedule. Send me ppt – the latest on the day of your presentation.
(involvement of colleagues by discussion, questions, quiz…, enhancement of the article with actual examples from practise, readiness (please do not read).
Problem solving cases at lectures – problem based learning, working in teams, presenting ideas
ESSAY 
Understanding of the subject area, inclusion of theoretical models, argumentation of own opinion, clarity. Structure: introduction, core of discussion, conclusion, sources used in APA standard. Submission by email by 20 January at the latest.




Schedule:

	Date / 9.00-11.15 / P8
	Theme / seminar

	October 7th 
	Introductory session 45 min

	October 14th
	Social work in palliative care (PC), theoretical concepts of PC, forms of PC, accesibility to PC


	October 21th
	Multidisciplinary work in PC; competencies


	November 4th
	PC in the home environment and institutional environment
Horizon projects 

	November 18th
	Complementary approaches in PC that count; use of smart technology in PC
Seminars 1, 2

	November 25th
	Grief and beravement
Cases 
Seminars 3, 4

	December 2nd
	Hollistic aspects of PC
Cases 
Seminars: 5,6

	December 9th
	Death and dying in sociocultural aspects
Ethical aspects in PC
Cases 
Seminars: 7,8

	December 16th
	The user perspective in  PC. Advocacy.
Cases 
Seminars: 9, 10



Themes for the seminars
(choose 3 different sci original articles, dated 2016 - )

1. Theoretical concepts of palliative care at the end of life
2. Palliative care in the home and institutional environment
3. How can social workers be meaningfully involved in palliative care?
4. A social work contribution in end-of-life care 
5. The science to sprituality in paediatricpalliative care 
6. Spirituallity in palliative care 
7. Bereavement issues and prolonged grief disorder 
8. Holistic aspects of palliative care and their synergy with social work
9. High-quality person-centered palliative care 
10. Advocacy for the dying person
11. Ethical considerations at the end-of-life care
12. The anti-discrimination perspective in palliative care
13. The expression of “policy” in palliative care 
14. Sources of strength for work in palliative care
15. MIndfulness-based interventions for professionals working in end-of-life care 
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