	Course: The voice of the child in social work 
Erasmus students excange, 2025/26

	
	

	Session No.
	date
	topic
	lecture
	workshop/visit

	1.
	10.10.2025 Friday
	Introduction to children's voice in social work; basic concepts of relational social work with children; respecting childhood; Convention of children's rights. 
	2h
	

	2.
	22. 10. 2025 Wednesday
8.30 – 11.45 P9
	Music therapy with children and youth; introduction to basic principles and workshop 
(guests: Eric Pfeifer & Christine Stolterfoth; Katholische Hohschule Freiburg) 
	2h
	2h

	3.
	6. 11. 2025 Thursday at 12.00 – 14h
	Visit: Zavod BOB - youth street work
Youth center ULCA, Linhartov podhod 73, (podhod Plava Laguna), Ljubljana 
	
	2h

	4.
	7. 11. 2025 Friday
	Child's voice and participation in social work; principles, process, models of individual and collective participation of children
	2h
	

	5.
	14. 11. 2025 Friday
	Communication of the child and with the child; developing communication skills in children; verbal communication (talking and listening skills of social workers); nonverbal communication (using an artistic means of expression in social work)
	2h
	

	6.
	28. 11. 2025 Friday
	Family support social services; loss and beravement in childhood; child's adaptation (difficulties) to a new home (residential care, foster home); social work approach based on attachment theory;
	2h
	

	7.
	5. 12. 2025 Friday
	Adverse Childhood Experiences: neglected and abused children; children wittness of violence; the effects of potentinally traumatic events in childhood on child's development; trauma based social work
	2h
	

	8.
	12. 12. 2025 Friday
	Child's identity and resilience; strength based social work 
	         2h
	

	9.
	19. 12. 2025 Friday
	Barnahus - model of holistic treatment of child victims of sexual abuse (guest: Ana Trbovšek, Slovenia)
	
	2h

	10.
	9. 1. 2026 Friday
	Students' presentations of seminars 
	
	3h

	11.
	16. 1. 2026 Friday
	Closing and evaluation
	2h
	



Students' Assigments:
4 Quizzes (knowledge tests) in Moodle: 7. 11.–13. 11.; 14. 11.–20. 11.; 28. 11.–4.12.; 5. 12.–11. 12. 2025 (each quiz accounted for 10 % of the final grade)
Group seminar work: presentation (9. 1. 2026) and written assignement (16. 1. 2026) (accounts for 60 % of the final grade: 20 % for the presentation and 40 % for the written seminar)


Literature: 
(access in Moodle: https://ucilnica-fsd.uni-lj.si/)

Ad 1. Introduction to children's voice in social work
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  UNICEF. https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention
Gehart, D. (2007), Creating Space for Children's Voices, (str. 167–183). V: Anderson, H., Gehart D. (ur.), Collaborative therapy. New York, London: Routledge. 
Loreman, T. (2009). Respecting Childhood. London, New York: Continuum Int. Pub. Group (chapters 1, 2, 3)
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Ad 3. Child's voice and participation in social work
Hart, R. A. (1992). Children's participation; From tokenism to citizenship. UNICEF.
Harris, P. & Manatakis, H. (2013). Children's Voices; A principled framework for children and young people's participation as valued citizens and learners. Government of South Australia, Department for Education and Child Development, the University of South Australia.
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Ad 4. Communication of the child and with the child
Berg, M. S. & Winther, H. (2021). How do children experience the embodied communication and leadership of teachers? Expressing the voices of children through artistic, sensual, and multimodal methods in educational research. International review of qualitative research, 14(3), 444–462. DOI: 10.1177/1940844720948063
Boyd Webb, N. (2017). Play Therapy with Children and Adolescents in Crisis (fourt edition). The Guilford press: New York, London.
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Ad 6. Family support social services
Coker, C. (2020). Substitute care: moving into a new family. In J. Parker & S. A. Crabtree, Human growth and development in children and young people; Theoretical and practice perspectives, (pp. 249–270). Bristol, Chicago: Policy Press.
Stafford, L., et al. (2021). Why having a voice is important to children who are involved in family support services. Child Abuse & Neglect, 115, 104987. DOI: 10.1016/j.chiabu.2021.104987
Taplin, S. (2020). Loss and bereavement in childhood. In J. Parker & S. A. Crabtree, Human growth and development in children and young people; Theoretical and practice perspectives, (pp. 191–206). Bristol, Chicago: Policy Press.
Ad 7. Adverse Childhood Experiences
Bunting, L. (2020). Impacts of child maltreatment: critical considerations.  In J. Parker & S. A. Crabtree, Human growth and development in children and young people; Theoretical and practice perspectives, (pp. 227–248). Bristol, Chicago: Policy Press.
Iorfa, S. K., et al. (2022). Silent screams: Listening to and making meaning from the voices of abused children. Child: Care, Health and Development, 48, 702–707. DOI: 10.1111/cch.12975
Trauma Booklet: Children/Young People and Developmental Trauma. Health, South Western Sydney Local Health District.

Ad 9. Child's identity and resilience
Finch, J. (2020). Social construction and emotional development. In J. Parker & S. A. Crabtree, Human growth and development in children and young people; Theoretical and practice perspectives, (pp. 67–84). Bristol, Chicago: Policy Press.
Zimmerman, M. A., Stoddard, S. A., Eisman, A. B., Caldwell, C. H., Aiyer, S. M., & Alison Miller (2013). Adolescent Resilience: Promotive Factors That Inform Prevention. Child Development Perspectives, 7(4), 215–220.

